WINLINK/AIRMAIL

Brief Class Outline
Objective:
1. To train VHF packet knowledgeable amateur radio operators how to set-up AIRMAIL and get onto the WINLINK network.
2. Build student confidence to become instructors for future classes.

3. Expand WINLINK use in our area and particularly for emergency use.

Methods used:
1. Sessions 2-4 will use virtual classes with communications via UHF radio or other point to multipoint methods.  A virtual classroom has a number of advantages.  The instructor can sit in front of a working system, students are dispersed with no more than two per station. The student learning will be more lasting as he must solve local issues rather than having someone else do it.
2. Intent is for students to take ownership of stations by which they will use in class and emergencies.

3. Significant reading required for proficiency. Homework assigned.

Prerequisites: (Sessions 2-4)
1. Students must be confident in how to set-up and operate a VHF packet station, (called legacy packet, hereafter).
· Know how to adjust levels

· Familiar with commands for TNC

· Comfortable with dumb terminal program and making routine “connects”.
2. Have access to a legacy packet station for class sessions. Either your own or an EOC station.  Sharing OK but no more than two operators at a time.

· Will be able to modify settings and return them to normal use.

3. Hardware TNC, computer and radio must meet compatibility requirements of AIRMAIL

4. Should have access to the internet for downloads, browser use and TELNET but does not need to be on same computer.
5. Access to a voice communications link that will be used in virtual class sessions.  UHF voice transceiver preferred but others can be considered.  VHF voice discouraged because of potential desense.

First Session: TBD, approximately 1-1 1/2 hours
Suitable for all interested ham radio operators. Lecture only.  Covers overview of WINLINK and AIRMAIL:
Review communications types

How it fits into emergency communications

How the WINLINK network works

Good points

Bad points

Local area infrastructure

The future

Second Session: TBD (Virtual classroom)

Will cover tests of your legacy packet, level adjustment, and certain functions. Peer to peer connects.  Signal quality monitoring.

Third Session: TBD (Virtual classroom)

Downloading and installing AIRMAIL. Setting parameters.  Learn how to read and modify airmail.ini file.  Make peer to peer contacts.  Making indirect contacts w/o internet.  Using “dumb terminal”,“keyboard” and “handshake” modes.

Forth Session: TBD (Virtual classroom)

Sending first email message by WINLINK. Sending point to multipoint. Using forms.  Receiving messages from SMTP internet servers. Sending pictures. White lists and black lists. 

Students determine if they want to extend training into more advanced uses and topics?
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